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Assignment 1: Victim Profiling
The following table summarizes the similarities of the cold case obtained from Colorado Cold Case website. 
	List of Victim Names
	Cause of Death 
	Case Type 
	Year of Crime 
	Victomology 
	Case Status 

	Kerby Acosta 
	Gun shot
	Homicide 
	1997
	The victim was going to the party with a group of friends, when someone fired a short-gun at the group 
	Open 

	James Dean Alderton 
	Gunshot 
	Homicide 
	1997
	The victim’s behavior that caused his death remains unknown as he was discovered by hunting crew 
	Open 

	Mario Castellano-Dominguez
	Gunshot 
	Homicide
	1997
	The victim was seated in his home with three others when suspects armed with guns demanded money from them and fired several rounds which caught Mario and his friend
	Open 

	Cleotha Odie 
	Gunshot 
	Homicide 
	1997
	The victim was walking on the streets when he was shot
	Open 

	John Lee
	Gunshot
	Homicide 
	1997
	Lee was at the bank when armed robbers opened fire 
	Open 

	Federico Gutierrez
	Gunshot 
	Homicide 
	1997
	The victim and the suspect were having a conversation when argument emerged and the suspect shot him
	Open 

	George Jermaine Green 
	Gunshot 
	Homicide 
	1997
	The victim was involved in verbal argument when the suspect shot him
	Open 

	Robert Escobedo 
	Gunshot 
	Homicide 
	1997
	The victim was shot by unknown suspect at the High Rise Lounge 
	Open 

	Cathy Edwards 
	Gunshot 
	Homicide 
	1997
	The victim was shot in her neighborhood where she resided
	Open 

	Ahmad Crowley 
	Gunshot 
	Homicide 
	1997
	The victim was shot while driving his vehicle in the street
	Open 


Table 1: Victim Profiling 
From the above table, the similarities between the cases from the ten victims I sampled include the cause of death, the year of death and the status of the case. From the above profiles, the similarities may have contributed to the delays of the cases getting solved. For instance, as shown in the table, all the cases are still open because in most cases, the suspects have not been yet identified. Even though there are different reasons and situations where the victims were killed, there is one thing that they all have in common is that they are all homicide cases. 
From all the cases, the victims were killed through gun violence. 
Homicide cases in the United States have proven difficult to solve in the past decades. Even though the law enforcement agencies have been using the term “case clearance” that even confuses people more, especially regarding solving the homicide cases. According to Kaste (2015), the term “clearance” and conviction are very different. Clearance does not mean that the victims are convicted. Among the key reasons why the above cases still remain open is that the suspects have not been identified yet. Kaste (2015) explains that about 200,000 homicide cases have gone unresolved since the 1960s. According to the FBI’s statistics, the rate of homicide incidences has been increasing over the years. The reason for these delays mainly involves the fact that most of the perpetrators are never caught. In all the cases, the suspects were never found or caught. Witnesses mainly claimed to have heard of gunshots but could not record any statement that could lead to an actual arrest. Kaste (2015) explains that the investigative authorities claim that the clearing homicide cases have become harder in recent decades due to the changing standards for charging someone. 
Even though the introduction of new tools such as DNA has significantly assisted in the investigations, but the deteriorating public-police relationships have greatly affected the rate at which the cases are getting solved. From the above ten cases, the police have not been able to convict anyone since 1997 when the case occurred. According to Kaste (2015), if there is distrust between the police and the public as well as within the policing system, even with the most advanced technology or a tool like DNA, there is nothing that can change. The case cannot be solved because the public serves as the greatest source of information that can help in the investigations, which can lead to a real conviction. Kaste (2015) explains that since the late 1980s, the police have expressed their concern regarding the distrust between their departments and the minority communities. According to Kaste (2015), these communities are reluctant to give information even in the cases where they have witnessed crime incidences. This makes it difficult for the police to identify the suspects and proceed with prosecution. 
From the above cases, both incidences were reported by someone who either witnessed or saw the perpetrator going, but they have not been solved up to date because the witnesses were reluctant to give their statements. Take the example of John Lee who was at the bank and was shot in front of other people. The description of the shooter was given to the police, but since April 10, 1997, when he was shot, the culprit has never been caught or convicted. Another case example is the case of Mario Castellano-Dominguez where a masked man entered their house demanding for money. The suspect ended up shooting the occupants, and Mario with his friend died out of the gunshot. The suspect fled the scene and had never been caught. However, there is hope that these cases could be solved with the advancement of technology and improvement of the investigative tools such as DNA. Today, better tools are available, and the police departments are equipped with modern technology and trained personnel who can help in solving these cases if only they can be revisited. Again, the fact that they are still open up to now shows that there is likelihood that they can be solved.
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